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SUBJECT: DEPARTURE BELGIAN AMBASSADOR 

1. BELGIAN AMBASSADOR MARCEL VAN DE KERCKHOVE IS DEPARTING 
BAGHDAD ABOUT SEPTEMBER 20 FOR RE-ASSIGNMENT AS DIRECTOR OF 
NATO AFFAIRS DIVISION IN BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY. HE 

HAS BEEN IN CHARGE OF U.S. INTERESTS IN BAGHDAD 
SINCE DECEMBER 

1970. HIS SUCCESSOR NOT YET NAMED. 

2. AMBASSADOR VAN DE KERCKHOVE HAS BEEN EXTREMELY COOPERATIVE 
WITH USINT SINCE ITS OPENING IN OCTOBER 1972. HE HAS GIVEN 

USINT FULL AUTONOMY TO OPERATE AND AT SAME TIME WILLINGLY 
TAKEN ACTIONS REQUESTED BY DEPARTMENT AND USINT WITHOUT 
REFERENCE TO BRUSSELS. HE WAS OF COURSE CONSIDERABLY MORE 
ACTIVE ON BEHALF U.S. INTERESTS PRIOR TO ASSIGNMENT OF U.S. 

OFFICERS. HE IS PROUD OF FACT THAT THIS IS ONLY TIME IN HISTORY 
OF BELGIAN DIPLOMATIC SERVICE THAT IT HAS BEEN PROTECTING POWER. 

3. RECOMMEND DEPARTMENT SEND APPROPRIATE LEVEL MESSAGE OF 
APPRECIATION TO AMBASSADOR VAN DE KERCKHOVE AND TO BELGIAN 
FOREIGN MINSITRY. SUGGEST MESSAGE MENTION IN PARTICULAR 

HIS STRONG EFFORTS ON OUR BEHALF DURING APRIL AND MAY OF 
1971 TO PREVENT SEIZURE OF U.S. EMBASSY AND HIS 
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HELPFULNESS AND COOPERATION IN ESTABLISHMENT OF USINT 
UNDER AMERICAN OFFICERS. 

LOWRIE 
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